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Shoreline residents may moor a
boat on State Aquatic Lands

Laws Change for Recreational
Mooring Buoys

he 2001 and 2002 Legislatures passed
laws about recreational mooring buoys.
Individuals who own residential property
abutting state-owned aquatic lands
may install @ mooring buoy on those public lands
for recreational purposes without charge.

The law prohibits commercial and transient uses,
and living on boats moored to recreational buoys
on state lands. It limits boats to sixty feet or less
in lenath, and allows for a second buoy to help
secure moorage to the first buoy.

It directs disputes over the assertion

of nights to superior court, and it defines
the circumstances around which
Washington's Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) may require a buoy

to be relocated or removed:

b To protect access of other
landowners;

» IFit poses a hazard to or
obstructs navigation or fishing;

b} Ii it contributes to degradation
of aquatic habitat,

Natural Resources

b If it contributes to decertification
of shellfish beds.




Although residential landowners whose
property abuts state aquatic lands may use a

recreational mooring buoy for free, they
are still responsible for meeting requirements
for the installation of the buoy, including:

b State Registration with DNR

Complete the enclosed insert self-mailer,

b City Restrictions

If you live within city limits, allowable uses vary,
Contact your city's planning office for
requirements,

FOR RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY OWNERS

CHOOSE A MOORING
SYSTEM DESIGN

All-Rope System
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ecosystems, fish and
wildlife:

Contact the following agencies to determine
if a permit or authorization is required:

» WA Department of Fish and Wildlife
Hydraulic Project Approval
(360) 902-2534

} WA Department of Ecology
(360) 407-6400

» U.5. Army Corps of Engineers (Permit)

(206) 764-3495

» Shoreline Master Program (Permit or Exemption)
Requirements differ by county, addressed through

your local county planning office.
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CAUTION

must not be more than
60 feet in length.

DETERMINE
YOUR BUOY
MEASUREMENTS
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Mboring Buoy
Registration

BUOY DWMNER / RESIDENTIAL OWNER

BUOY LOCATION




